
 

6/4/2020 

Dear ACSD Families, 

 

We are reaching out today in response to the recent instances of racism and violence across the US.  As Dr. 

Burrows wrote in his communique, we recognize that systemic racism exists not just in America but also in 

Addison County.  

 

We recognize that undoing systemic racism begins at home and in school, with you and with us. We further 

recognize that it can be challenging for children to understand the world around us, and it can also be 

challenging for us, as adults, to have critical, meaningful conversations with children. The resources listed below 

may be helpful for talking with your children about race and racial violence.  Please do not hesitate to reach out 

about how to use these resources. We are all in this together. 

 

Resources for talking to your children about race, racism, and privilege: 

● A list of resources as well as a list of books for a variety of ages to help start these conversations 
● An article by Laura Markham, Talking With Children About Racism, Police Brutality and Protests including 

this helpful visual 

● A quick, seven minute interview with Jennifer Harvey, author of Raising White Kids 

● An article from the National Association of School Psychologists , Understanding Race and Privilege 

● Parent Resources from the American Psychological Association 

Anti-racist and equity work are key aspects of creating a community centered on caring and inclusivity, and that 

becomes especially apparent during times like these. This letter along with that of Dr. Burrows are only part of 

an ongoing larger community focus in ACSD, which will continue into next school year and beyond. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Matthew Brankman, Principal, Bridport Elementary School 
Heather Raabe, Principal, Cornwall School 
Jen Kravitz, Principal, Mary Hogan School 
Michaela Wisell, Assistant Principal, Mary Hogan School 
Tracey Harrington, Principal, Ripton Elementary School 
Fernanda Canales, Principal, Salisbury Community School 
Michael Lenox, Principal, Shoreham Elementary School 
Nicole Carter, Principal, Weybridge Elementary School 
 

https://mailchi.mp/f2452ace0cf8/superintendents-communique-may-4028829
https://www.prettygooddesign.org/blog/Blog%20Post%20Title%20One-5new4?fbclid=IwAR0mRKToNJTPb-k1W8-LCzgkRo6b0pM7jOvQSjPoPsx07MV4YWiDl3HhYb4
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/26-childrens-books-to-support-conversations-on-race-racism-resistance
http://www.ahaparenting.com/ask-the-doctor-1/talking-with-children-about-racism-police-brutality-and-protests
http://www.childrenscommunityschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/theyre-not-too-young-1.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2020/05/31/866426170/raising-white-kids-author-on-how-white-parents-can-talk-about-race
https://www.npr.org/2020/05/31/866426170/raising-white-kids-author-on-how-white-parents-can-talk-about-race
https://www.npr.org/2020/05/31/866426170/raising-white-kids-author-on-how-white-parents-can-talk-about-race
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/diversity/social-justice/understanding-race-and-privilege
https://www.apa.org/res/parent-resources/index

